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bronchospasm: an endoscopic study. Although aspirin has been known to
cause bronchospasm, the incidence of aspirin-induced bronchospasm

(AIBS) is still unclear and controversial. The aim of this study was to assess
the clinical importance of the association of aspirin and bronchospasm by
comparing the incidence of bronchospasm in patients with AIBS and other
patients. A survey was conducted at the Fukuoka University Hospital over

an 8-year period. During the survey period, 33 patients with aspirin-
induced immediate bronchospasm were identified. Of the 33 patients, 3
had bronchial asthma. The remaining 30 patients fulfilled the diagnostic

criteria of AIBS. The mean age of the study group was 45 years old and 20
were female patients. In all the 33 patients, aspirin was used in therapeutic

doses (1-3 g/day). In the group with bronchospasm, the mean age of the
patients was 49.5 years and 13 were female. In the group without

bronchospasm, the mean age of the patients was 45.7 years and 14 were
female. The incidence of bronchospasm in all patients was 24%. The

incidence in patients with bronchospasm was higher in the aspirin group
than in the non-aspirin group, although the differences were not

significant. There was no significant association between the history of
bronchial asthma and the presence of bronchospasm. However, there was
a strong association between bronchospasm and abnormal reaction of the

skin after aspirin challenge in asthmatic patients. At least a quarter of
patients taking aspirin for analgesia or headache may develop

bronchospasm. Although there was no significant difference, the incidence
of bronchospasm in patients taking aspirin for analgesia or headache was

significantly higher in asthmatic patients than in non-asthmatic
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